Physics 838C Syllabus
Spring 2016 (Greene/Paglione)
PHYS838C: 
Special Topics in Experimental Solid State Physics; Center for Nanophysics and Advanced Materials Seminar (Credits: 2)
Instructors: 
Johnpierre Paglione (paglione@physics.umd.edu)



Richard Greene (rickg@physics.umd.edu)

Schedule: 
Physics 838C meets on Mondays at 4pm in room 1201 Physics.  

See http://www.cnam.umd.edu for current schedule

Any requested changes in this schedule must be approved first and arranged at least 2 weeks in advance.
Description: 
Physics 838C is the CNAM graduate student seminar. All graduate students who are research assistants in the CNAM are requested to register for this course for 2 credits every semester until you graduate. (If you are a CNAM graduate student and you have not registered, register now!) Some students in theory, materials science, or other related areas giving talks to encourage collaborations; they are welcome to register if they wish to. If registering for this course causes you to register for more than 10 credits per semester or causes other problems, please see me. 
Grading is based on your individual presentation, your attendance, your participation in discussion, and your speaker evaluations.  You should prepare your talk as if it were an interview seminar to an audience knowledgeable in condensed matter/materials physics, but not expert in your particular research area. Your presentation should be about 30 minutes long and include 10-15 minutes of background material that can be understood by everyone in the audience. Another 15 minutes (beyond the 30) are reserved for questions/discussion. 

GOALS:
1) Improve your ability to give an interesting and understandable talk to a non-expert audience. This is crucial to your future academic career!

2) Learn about the other research ongoing in CNAM


3) Learn how to ask questions about, and discuss, areas of science in which you are not an expert – crucially important in interviews.

4) Learn how to critically review another person’s presentation – this is science!!
CNAM sponsors a prize, with cash award, for the two best student presentations during the entire academic year (Fall and Spring). This is an excellent opportunity to enhance your CV!!
